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SENATE BI LL 6225

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Rasnussen, Honeyf ord, Haugen, Mor t on, Hew tt,
Rockefeller, Pflug, Parlette, Shin and Cke

Read first tinme 01/09/2006. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to regulating the business of installing,
repairing, and maintaining donestic well water systens; anending RCW
18. 106. 010, 18.106.040, 18.106.050, 18.106.110, and 19.28.041; and
addi ng new sections to chapter 18. 106 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 18. 106. 010 and 2003 c 399 s 102 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Eh#ess—a—d+##e#eHP—neanFng—+s—p+a+H#y—%eqﬁkped—by—%he—eeﬂ%e*%—

sh&LL—ha¥e—%he—ie++emkng—ﬂﬁaﬂ+ng—)) The definitions in this section

apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se.

(1) "Advisory board" neans the state advisory board of
pl umbers((5))

(2) "Contractor" means any person, corporate or otherw se, who
engages in, or offers or advertises to engage in, any work covered by
the provisions of this chapter by way of trade or business, or any
person, corporate or otherwi se, who enploys anyone, or offers or
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advertises to enploy anyone, to engage in any work covered by the
provi sions of this chapter((+)).

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of |abor and industries((+)).

(4) "Director" neans the director of departnent of |abor and
industries((+)) .

(5) "Journeyman plunber” neans any person who has been issued a
certificate of conpetency by the departnent of |abor and industries as
provided in this chapter((+)).

(6) "Like-in-kind" nmeans having simlar characteristics such as
pl unbi ng size, type, and function, and being in the sane |location((+)).

(7) "Medical gas piping" nmeans oxygen, nitrous oxide, high pressure
ni trogen, nedical conpressed air, and nedical vacuum systens((+)).

(8) "Medical gas piping installer” nmeans a journeyman plunber who
has been issued a nedical gas piping installer endorsenent((:+)).

(9) "Plunmbing" neans that craft involved in installing, altering,
repairing and renovating potable water systenms, |iquid waste systens,
and nedi cal gas piping systens within a building. Installation in a
wat er system of water softening or water treatnent equipnent is not
wi thin the neaning of plunbing as used in this chapter((+)).

(10) "Specialty plunber" neans anyone who has been issued a
specialty certificate of conpetency limted to:

(a) Installation, maintenance, and repair of the plunbing of
single-famly dwellings, duplexes, and apartnent buildings that do not
exceed three stories; ((e+))

(b) Muai ntenance and repair of backflow prevention assenblies; or

(c) Installation, nmintenance, and repair of the pressurization
treatnment, and filtration conponents of a donestic well water system
consisting of: One or nore punps; pressure, storage, and other tanks;
filtration and treatnent equipnent; if appropriate, a pitless adapter;
along with valves, transducers, and other plunbing conponents and
electrical connections, including but not Ilimted to conductors,
conduit, raceways, punp controls, control boxes, starters, relays,
floats switches, and solenoids, that:

(i) Are used to acquire, treat, store, or nove water suitable for
either drinking or other donestic purposes, including irrigation, to:
(A) A single-famly dwelling, duplex, or other simlar place of
residence; (B) a public water system as defined in RCW70.119.020 and
as limted under RCW 70.119.040, that is designed to supply water at a
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rate of less than five hundred gallons per mnute; or (C) a farm owned
and operated by a person whose primary residence is located within
thirty mles of any part of the farm

(ii) Are located: (A Wthin a building used primarily to house a
well and the pressurization, treatnent, and filtration conponents of a
donestic well water system (B) within the interior space, including
but not limted to an attic, basenent, crawl space, or garage, of a
residential structure, which space is separated fromthe living area of
the residence by a |ockable entrance and fixed walls, ceiling, and
floor; or (€ outside of any building;

(ii1i) Include neither any: (A Plunbing fixtures, nechanisns, or
devices to distribute or access potable water within a building; nor
(B) electric conponents, other than such plunbing or electrical
apparatus as are necessary for nmintenance, safety, and testing
purposes relating to the pressurization, treatnent, and filtration
portions of the donestic well water system

(iv) 1If located within the interior space of a residential
structure, are connected to plunbing supplied and installed into the
interior space by either: (A A person who, pursuant to RCW 18.106.070
or 18.106.090, possesses a valid tenporary permt or certificate of
conpetency as a journeyman plunber, specialty plunber, or trainee, as
defined in this chapter; or (B) a person exenpt fromthe requirenent to
obtain a certified plunber to do such plunbing work under RCW
18. 106. 150;

(v) If located within the interior space of a building, are
connected to an electrical circuit at a junction box that has been
installed into the interior space for purposes conpatible with such
conponents by either: (A) A person who, pursuant to RCW 19.28. 161,
possesses a valid certificate of conpetency as a nmster |ourneyman
electrician, journeynman electrician, naster specialty residential
el ectrician, specialty residential el ectrician, or a properly
supervised electrical trainee; or (B) a person exenpt from the
requirenent to obtain a certified electrician to do such electrica
wor k under RCW 19.28.261; and

(vi) If located outside of a building, are connected to an
electrical circuit where a switch or other neans of disconnecting the
circuit from a source of power has been installed by either: (A A
person who, pursuant to RCW19.28.161, possesses a valid certificate of
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conpetency as a naster journeynan electrician, journeynan el ectrician,
master specialty residential el ectrician, specialty residential
electrician, or a properly supervised electrical trainee; or (B) a
person exenpt fromthe requirenent to obtain a certified electrician to
do such electrical work under RCW 19. 28. 261.

Sec. 2. RCW18.106.040 and 2001 c 281 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon receipt of the application and evidence set forth in RCW
18.106. 030, the director shall review the sanme and nmake a determ nation
as to whether the applicant is eligible to take an exam nation for the
certificate of conpetency. To be eligible to take the exam nati on:

(a) Each applicant for a journeyman plunber's certificate of
conpetency shall furnish witten evidence that he or she has conpl et ed
a course of study in the plunbing trade in the arnmed services of the

United States or at a school licensed by the work force training and
education coordinating board, or has had four or nore years of
experience under the direct supervision of a Ilicensed |ourneynman
pl unber .

(b) Each applicant for a specialty plunber's certificate of
conpet ency under RCW 18.106.010((£8))) (10)(a) shall furnish witten
evi dence that he or she has conpleted a course of study in the plunbing
trade in the armed services of the United States or at a school
licensed by the work force training and education coordinating board
under chapter 28C. 10 RCW or that he or she has had at |east three
years practical experience in the specialty.

(c) Each applicant for a specialty plunber's certificate of
conpet ency under RCW 18.106.010((€8))) (10) (b) or (c) shall furnish
witten evidence that he or she is eligible to take the exam nation
These eligibility requirenents shall be adopted by rule by the director
pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(2)(a) The director shall establish reasonable rules for the
exam nations to be given applicants for certificates of conpetency. In
establishing the rules, the director shall consult wth the state
advi sory board of plunbers as established in RCW 18. 106. 110.

(b) The director shall establish reasonable criteria by rule for
determining an applicant's eligibility to take an exam nation for the
certificate of conpetency for specialty plunbers under subsection
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(1)(c) of this section. In establishing the criteria, the director
shall consult with the state advisory board of plunbers as established
in RCW 18. 106.110. These rules nust take effect by ((Juy—3—2002))
Decenber 31, 2006.

(3) Upon determ nation that the applicant is eligible to take the
exam nation, the director shall so notify the applicant, indicating the
time and place for taking the sane.

(4) No other requirenent for eligibility may be inposed.

Sec. 3. RCW18.106.050 and 1997 ¢ 326 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment, with the advice of the advisory board, shal
prepare a witten examnation to be admnistered to applicants for
certificates of conpetency for journeyman plunber and specialty
pl unber. The exam nation shall be constructed to determ ne:

(a) Whether the applicant possesses varied general know edge of the
technical information and practical procedures that are identified with
the trade of journeynman plunber or specialty plunber; and

(b) Whether the applicant is famliar with the applicable plunbing
codes and the admnistrative rules of the departnent pertaining to
pl unmbi ng and pl unbers.

(T I hall i i I . . i aibl

. ] L hall—bef i I . on.
the department a fee.))

(2) ((For  purposes of the nedical gas piping installer
endersenents-)) The departnment, with the consent of the advisory board,
may enter into a contract with a nationally recognized testing agency

to devel op, adm nister, and score ((redical—gas—ptprhrginstatter)) any

exam nations required by this chapter. All applicants shall, before
taking an examnation ((fer—a—wedical—gas—piprrg—instater
endersenent)), pay the required exam nation fee. The departnent shal

set the examnation fee by contract with a nationally recognized
testing agency. The fee shall cover but not exceed the costs of
preparing and adm ni stering the exam nation and the materials necessary
to conduct the practical elenments of the exam nation. The departnent
shal | approve training courses and set the fees for training courses

for ((the—redical—gas—piptng—installer—endorsenrent)) exam nations
provided by this chapter.
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(3) An examination to determ ne the conpetency of an applicant for
a specialty plunbing certificate for the installation, naintenance, and
repair of the pressurization and filtration conponents of a donestic
well water system nust include questions designed to establish the
applicant's know edge of electrical safety and technical requirenents.
In developing the electrical portion of this exanmnation, the
departnent shall consult wth the electrical board created under RCW
19.28. 311. Certification by a professional or trade association
recogni zed by the electrical board as equivalent to a donestic well
specialty electrician exam nation nust be accepted as satisfying the
electrical portion of this exam nation.

(4) The departnment shall certify the results of the exam nations
provided by this chapter, and shall notify the applicant in witing
whet her he or she has passed or failed. Any applicant who has fail ed
t he exam nation may retake the exam nation, upon the terns and after a
period of time that the director shall set by rule. The director my
not limt the nunber of times that a person may take the exam nation.

Sec. 4. RCW18.106.110 and 1997 ¢ 307 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created a state advisory board of plunbers, to be
conposed of ((H—ve)) seven nenbers appointed by the governor. Two
menbers shall be journeyman plunbers, ((twe)) one nenber shall be a
specialty plunber, three nenbers shall be persons conducting a pl unbing
business, at least one of which shall be primarily engaged in a
specialty plunbing business, and one nenber fromthe general public who
is famliar with the business and trade of plunbing.

(2) The term of one journeyman plunber expires July 1, 1995; the
termof the second journeyman plunber expires July 1, 2000; the term of
the specialty plunber expires July 1, 2008; the term of one person
conducting a plunbing business expires July 1, 1996; the term of the
second person conducting a plunbing business expires July 1, 2000; the
termof the third person conducting a plunbing business expires July 1,
2007; and the term of the public nenber expires July 1, 1997.
Thereafter, wupon the expiration of said ternms, the governor shall
appoi nt a new nenber to serve for a period of three years. However, to
ensure that the board can continue to act, a nenber whose term expires
shall continue to serve until his or her replacenent is appointed. In
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t he case of any vacancy on the board for any reason, the governor shall
appoi nt a new nenber to serve out the termof the person whose position
has becone vacant.

(3) The advisory board shall carry out all the functions and duties
enunerated in this chapter, as well as generally advise the departnent
on all matters relative to this chapter.

(4) Each menber of the advisory board shall receive travel expenses
in accordance wth the provisions of RCW43.03.050 and 43.03. 060 as now
existing or hereafter anended for each day in which such nmenber is
actual |y engaged in attendance upon the neetings of the advisory board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 18.106 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall, in consultation with the advisory board
and the electrical board created under RCW 19.28. 311, adopt reasonable
rules as are necessary to adequately coordinate the regulation of both
the plunbing and electrical aspects of donestic well water system
speci alty pl unbi ng.

(2) I'n adopting the rules as required under subsection (1) of this
section, the departnent shall establish, and seek the advice of, a
techni cal advisory commttee. The technical advisory conmttee is
conposed of at |east five persons, appointed by the director from a
list of at |east eight nom nees supplied by a statew de organi zati on of
persons engaged in the business of installing, maintaining, and
repairing donmestic well wat er systens as described in RCW
18. 106. 010(10) (c) .

(3) In adopting the rules required under subsection (1) of this
section, the departnment nmay provide for: (a) Categories of donestic
well water systens differentiating on the basis of punp capacity,
sizing, or other basis as the departnent may deem appropriate; and (b)
an alternative nethod of denonstrating the electrical and plunbing
conpetency of any person who has been actively, continually, and
primarily engaged in the business of installing, maintaining, and
repairing donestic well water systens during the twenty-four nonths
prior to the effective date of this section

(4) The departnent shall refund any penalty paid by and rescind any
citation issued to a person for failing to be properly licensed under
RCW 19. 28. 010 if:
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(a) The citation is issued on or after the effective date of this
section to a person installing, maintaining, or repairing electrica
conponents of a donestic well water system as defined in RCW
18.106. 010(10) (c);

(b) The person receiving the citation tinely appeals the citation
pursuant to RCW 19.28.131; and

(c) The person appealing the citation is issued, within one year of
the effective date of the rules adopted wunder this section, a
certificate of conpetency as a specialty plunber for the installation,
mai nt enance, and repair of the pressurization and filtration conponents
of a domestic well water system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 18.106 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity to advertise, offer to do work, submt a bid, engage
in, conduct, or carry on the business of installing or maintaining
wires or equipnment to convey electric current, or installing or
mai nt ai ni ng equi pnent to be operated by electric current as it pertains

to any donestic well wat er system as described in RCW
18.106. 010(10)(c), wthout having an unrevoked, unsuspended, and
unexpi r ed: (a) Electrical contractor license as required by RCW

19.28.041; (b) certificate of conpetency as a nmaster journeyman
el ectrician, journeyman electrician, master specialty residential
el ectrici an, specialty residential el ectrician, or a properly
supervi sed electrical trainee, as required by RCW 19.28.161; or (c)
certificate of conpetency as a donmestic well water system specialty
pl unber issued by the departnent in accordance with this chapter.

(2) It is unlawful for any person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity to advertise, offer to do work, submt a bid, engage
in, conduct, or carry on the business of plunbing, as defined in RCW
18.106. 010, pertaining to any donmestic well water system as described
in RCW 18.106. 010(10)(c), w thout having an unrevoked, unsuspended, and
unexpi red: (a) Certificate of conpetency as a journeyman plunber,
specialty plunber, properly supervised plunbing trainee, or tenporary
permt, as required by RCW 18.106. 020, and provided in RCW 18. 106. 070;
or (b) certificate of conpetency as a donestic well water system

SB 6225 p. 8



N

© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

specialty plunber issued by the departnment in accordance with this
chapter.

Sec. 7. RCW19.28.041 and 2002 c 249 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided by section 6 of this act, it is unlawful for
any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity to engage
in, conduct, or carry on the business of installing or maintaining
wires or equipnment to convey electric current, or installing or
mai nt ai ni ng equi pnent to be operated by electric current as it pertains
to the electrical industry, w thout having an unrevoked, unsuspended,
and unexpired electrical contractor |icense, issued by the departnent
in accordance with this chapter. Al electrical contractor |icenses
expire twenty-four calendar nonths following the day of their issue.
The departnment may issue an electrical contractors |icense for a period
of less than twenty-four nonths only for the purpose of equalizing the

nunber of electrical contractor I|icenses that expire each nonth.
Application for an electrical contractor license shall be nade in
witing to the departnent, acconpanied by the required fee. The
application shall state:

(a) The name and address of the applicant; in case of firms or
partnerships, the nanes of the individuals conposing the firm or
partnership; in case of corporations, the names of the managing

officials thereof;

(b) The location of the place of business of the applicant and the
name under which the business is conducted,

(c) Enployer social security nunber;

(d) Evidence of workers' conpensation coverage for the applicant's
enpl oyees working in Washi ngton, as follows:

(i) The applicant's industrial insurance account nunber issued by
t he departnent;

(ii1) The applicant's self-insurer nunber issued by the departnent;
or

(ti1) For applicants domciled in a state or province of Canada
subject to an agreenment entered into under RCW 51.12.120(7), as
permtted by the agreenment, filing a certificate of coverage issued by
the agency that admnisters the workers' conpensation law in the
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applicant's state or province of domcile certifying that the applicant
has secured the paynent of conpensation under the other state's or
provi nce's workers' conpensation | aw,

(e) Enploynent security departnent nunber;

(f) State excise tax registration nunber;

(g) Unified business identifier (UBI) account nunber may be
substituted for the information required by (d) of this subsection if
the applicant will not enploy enployees in Washington, and by (e) and
(f) of this subsection; and

(h) Whether a general or specialty electrical contractor license is

sought and, if the latter, the type of specialty. El ectri cal
contractor specialties include, but are not limted to: Residential,
punp and irrigation, limted energy system signs, nonresidential

mai nt enance, restricted nonresidential maintenance, appliance repair,
and a conbi nation specialty. A general electrical contractor |icense
shall grant to the holder the right to engage in, conduct, or carry on
t he business of installing or maintaining wires or equipnment to carry

electric current, and installing or nmaintaining equipnent, or
installing or maintaining material to fasten or insulate such wires or
equi pnent to be operated by electric current, in the state of

Washi ngton. A specialty electrical contractor |icense shall grant to
the holder a limted right to engage in, conduct, or carry on the
business of installing or maintaining wires or equipnent to carry
electrical <current, and installing or maintaining equipnment; or
installing or maintaining material to fasten or insulate such wires or
equi pnrent to be operated by electric current in the state of Washi ngton
as expressly allowed by the |icense.

(2) The departnment may verify the workers' conpensation coverage
i nformati on provided by the applicant under subsection (1)(d) of this
section, including but not |imted to information regarding the
coverage of an individual enployee of the applicant. | f coverage is
provi ded under the | aws of another state, the departnent may notify the
other state that the applicant is enploying enployees in Washi ngton.

(3) The application for an electrical contractor |icense shall be
acconpanied by a bond in the sum of four thousand dollars with the
state of Washington naned as obligee in the bond, with good and
sufficient surety, to be approved by the departnent. The bond shall at
all times be kept in full force and effect, and any cancellation or

SB 6225 p. 10
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revocation thereof, or wthdrawal of the surety therefrom suspends the
license issued to the principal until a new bond has been filed and
approved as provided in this section. Upon approval of a bond, the
departnent shall on the next business day deposit the fee acconpanyi ng
the application in the electrical license fund and shall file the bond
in the office. The departnent shall wupon request furnish to any
person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity a certified
copy of the bond upon the paynent of a fee that the departnent shal
set by rule. The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost of furnishing
the certified copy. The bond shall be conditioned that in any
installation or maintenance of wires or equi pnent to convey el ectrical
current, and equipnment to be operated by electrical current, the
principal will conply with the provisions of this chapter and with any
el ectrical ordinance, building code, or regulation of a city or town
adopted pursuant to RCW 19.28.010(3) that is in effect at the tine of
entering into a contract. The bond shall be conditioned further that
the principal will pay for all labor, including enployee benefits, and
mat erial furnished or used upon the work, taxes and contributions to
the state of Washington, and all damages that nmay be sustai ned by any
person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity due to a
failure of the principal to make the installation or maintenance in
accordance with this chapter or any applicable ordinance, building
code, or regulation of a city or town adopted pursuant to RCW

19.28.010(3). In lieu of the surety bond required by this section the
license applicant may file with the departnment a cash deposit or other
negoti able security acceptable to the departnent. If the Ilicense

applicant has filed a cash deposit, the departnent shall deposit the
funds in a special trust savings account in a comercial bank, nutua

savi ngs bank, or savings and | oan association and shall pay annually to
the depositor the interest derived fromthe account.

(4) The departnent shall issue general or specialty electrical
contractor licenses to applicants neeting all of the requirenents of
this chapter. The provisions of this chapter relating to the |icensing
of any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
including the requirenent of a bond with the state of Washi ngton naned
as obligee therein and the collection of a fee therefor, are excl usive,
and no political subdivision of the state of WAshington nay require or
i ssue any |icenses or bonds or charge any fee for the sane or a simlar
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pur pose. No person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
hol di ng nore than one specialty contractor |icense under this chapter
may be required to pay an annual fee for nore than one such |license or
to post nore than one four thousand dollar bond, equivalent cash
deposit, or other negotiable security.

(5) To obtain a general or specialty electrical contractor |icense
the applicant nust designate an individual who currently possesses a
valid master journeyman electrician's certificate of conpetency, master
specialty electrician's certificate of conpetency in the specialty for
whi ch application has been nmade, or admnistrator's certificate as a
general electrical contractor admnistrator or as a specialty
el ectrical <contractor admnistrator in the specialty for which
appl i cation has been nade.

(6) Admnistrator certificate specialties include but are not
limted to: Residential, punp and irrigation, limted energy system
si gns, nonr esi denti al mai nt enance, restricted nonresi denti a
mai nt enance, appliance repair, and conbi nation specialty. To obtain an
adm nistrator's certificate an individual nmust pass an exam nation as
set forth in RCW 19.28.051 unless the applicant was a |icensed
el ectrical contractor at any time during 1974. Applicants who were
el ectrical contractors |licensed by the state of Washington at any tine
during 1974 are entitled to receive a general electrical contractor
admnistrator's certificate without examnation if the applicants apply
prior to January 1, 1984, The board of electrical exam ners shall
certify to the departnent the nanes of all persons who are entitled to
either a general or specialty electrical contractor admnistrator's
certificate.

~-- END ---
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